
The Woodbury Town Plan will include a Chapter titled “Vision for the Fu-

ture.” This chapter will include the future land use plan and map plus the 

Implementation Program. Together these lay out the culmination of the 

contents of the plan and specify how the town will achieve its Vision and 

identified goals.  

 

From the ACCD Planning Manual: 

Creating the future land use map: Your plan is required to include a map 

and a statement of existing and proposed land uses in the town identifying 

areas to be conserved or protected from development, and areas where 

community investments in public facilities like sewer, water and sidewalks 

enable development.  

 

A future land use map graphically communicates important components 

of a community’s vision for change, investment, and preservation. It also 

conveys what the community expects the future demand for land will be 

based on past trends and projections. This map doesn’t necessarily reflect 

current uses of land but rather the uses desired within the planning time 

frame.  

 

In short, the map is a prescription for future growth and a guide for man-

aging land use change. The future land use map is not a zoning map, but 

it does establish the basis for a zoning map. It does not entitle property 

with any rights nor does it take any property rights away. The land use 

classifications can be broad, reflecting only general land uses such as a 

village center, neighborhood, agriculture, industrial, or conservation. If im-

plementing the plan through zoning bylaws, you may need to adopt mul-

tiple zoning districts within each land use category to address the intrica-

cies of your community. 
- Page 63, https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/CD/CPR/DHCD-Planning-

Manual-Module1.pdf 

The manual recommends the following steps for this process: 

 

1. Review the community assessment: Draft Natural Setting, Sense of 

Community and Rural Services and Infrastructure Chapters; Fish and 

Wildlife Community Values Mapping report (I have included a copy 

of the Values map on the next page for quick reference.) 

2. Examine your “existing land use map” to understand where uses are 

currently located in your community. (Note that the existing land use 

map should depict existing land uses, not a previously adopted 

“future land use map” or the existing zoning map.) (I have included a 

land cover/land use map on the 3rd page for reference.) 

3. Review the vision and goals (included in the Implementation matrix) 

and see how they relate to the existing land use, considering whether 

any of the existing uses need to be modified or if new land areas are 

needed to achieve the vision and goals. 

4. Decide whether or not it is appropriate to categorize land for growth 

beyond the extent of your existing built-up area based on projected 

needs and the potential for development in your community.  

 

Conceptual Future Land Use Scenarios 

 

Starting on page 4 of this packet I have included 3 alternative future land 

use scenarios for your consideration and feedback based upon the pro-

cess above.  

 

Is there one scenario which is most fitting for Woodbury’s future? Are 

there components which are or are not appropriate?  

 

For the upcoming community engagement events we can ask people to 

weigh in on these scenarios to help make the final choice.  

Vision Statement as Adopted on May 3, 2021  
Woodbury’s rural landscape, supporting many diverse natural habitats unique to Vermont, is one of its greatest assets. This provides for working landscapes, 
outdoor recreation, scenic areas and much more. At the same time, our rural setting presents challenges and opportunities for our town and our connections 
to the world at large. Those who have chosen to stay or settle in Woodbury have a strong sense of place and community. Together, we have worked to make 
Woodbury an affordable, safe, and welcoming place to live. Woodbury will continue to strengthen our community and protect our rural setting as we meet 
challenges, present and future, and develop the opportunities those challenges have given us. 

Vision for the Future & Future Land Use 

https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/CD/CPR/DHCD-Planning-Manual-Module1.pdf
https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/CD/CPR/DHCD-Planning-Manual-Module1.pdf
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Conceptual Future Land Use: Scenario A 

Forest District 
Primary purpose of the District is to maintain priority forest blocks, wildlife connectivity and preserve development ridgelines over 2,000ft.  The District is characterized by large 
fragmented forests and woodlands. Principle uses and activities will include land-based operations such as forestry, agriculture and resource extraction. Limited clustered resi-
dential uses will be allowed along with home occupations. The District will have the lowest allowable density, compared to the rest of the town, and land conservation and out-
door recreation uses will be highly encouraged. Large scale renewable energy generation is not preferred. 
 
Agriculture District 
Primary purpose of the district is to encourage agriculture, forest-based operations and low density residential development. The District is characterized by …. Principle uses 
and activities will include land-based operations, residential development, home occupations and small scale commercial enterprise. The District will have a medium allowable 
density, compared to the rest of the town. 
 
Shoreland District 
Primary purpose of the district is to protect water quality and enhance the quality of shorelines on lakes 10 acres and greater. The District is characterized by a high concentra-
tion of lake-side residential properties. Principle uses and activities will include residential development and home occupations. The District will have a high to medium allowa-
ble density, compared to the rest of the town. 
 
Woodbury Village District 
Primary purpose of the District is to encourage a mix of uses which maintain and preserve the integrity of the historic settlement pattern. The District is characterized by a high 
concentration of historic buildings and public uses all within a walkable distance. Principal uses and activities will include a mix of residential, home occupations, small scale 
commercial, community and civic uses. Village Center Designation will be sought to help direct historic preservation and community development efforts. Municipal infrastruc-
ture investments will be prioritized for the Village along with increasing bicycle and pedestrian amenities and streetscape improvements. The District will have a highest allowa-
ble density and compared to the rest of the town. 
 
South Woodbury Village District 
Primary purpose of the District is to encourage a mix of uses which maintain and preserve the integrity of the historic settlement pattern. The District is characterized by a high 
concentration of historic buildings. Principal uses and activities will include a mix of residential, smaller scale-commercial (compared to Woodbury Village), community and civic 
uses all within a walkable distance. Village Center Designation will be sought to help direct historic preservation and community development efforts. The District will have a 
lower allowable density compared to Woodbury Village.  
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Conceptual Future Land Use: Scenario B 

Forest District 
Primary purpose of the District is to maintain priority forest blocks, wildlife connectivity and preserve development ridgelines over 2,000ft.  The District is characterized by large 
fragmented forests and woodlands. Principle uses and activities will include land-based operations such as forestry, agriculture and resource extraction. Limited clustered resi-
dential uses will be allowed along with home occupations. The District will have the lowest allowable density, compared to the rest of the town, and land conservation and out-
door recreation uses will be highly encouraged. Large scale renewable energy generation is not preferred. 
 
Agriculture District 
Primary purpose of the district is to encourage agriculture, forest-based operations and low density residential development. The District is characterized by …. Principle uses 
and activities will include land-based operations, residential development, home occupations and small scale commercial enterprise. The District will have a medium allowable 
density, compared to the rest of the town. 
 
Water District 
Primary purpose of the district is to protect the water quality of the town’s surface waters. The District is characterized by a high concentration of lakes, ponds and wetlands. 
Principles uses and activities will include land-based operations, residential development, home occupations and small scale commercial enterprise. The District will have a me-
dium allowable density compared to the rest of the town.   
 
Woodbury Village District 
Primary purpose of the District is to encourage a mix of uses which maintain and preserve the integrity of the historic settlement pattern. The District is characterized by a high 
concentration of historic buildings and public uses all within a walkable distance. Principal uses and activities will include a mix of residential, home occupations, small scale 
commercial, community and civic uses. Village Center Designation will be sought to help direct historic preservation and community development efforts. Municipal infrastruc-
ture investments will be prioritized for the Village along with increasing bicycle and pedestrian amenities and streetscape improvements. The District will have a highest allowa-
ble density and compared to the rest of the town. 
 
South Woodbury Village District 
Primary purpose of the District is to encourage a mix of uses which maintain and preserve the integrity of the historic settlement pattern. The District is characterized by a high 
concentration of historic buildings. Principal uses and activities will include a mix of residential, smaller scale-commercial (compared to Woodbury Village), community and civic 
uses all within a walkable distance. Village Center Designation will be sought to help direct historic preservation and community development efforts. The District will have a 
lower allowable density compared to Woodbury Village.  
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Conceptual Future Land Use: Scenario C 

Forest District 
Primary purpose of the District is to maintain priority forest blocks, wildlife connectivity and preserve development ridgelines over 2,000ft.  The District is characterized by large 
fragmented forests and woodlands. Principle uses and activities will include land-based operations such as forestry, agriculture and resource extraction. Limited clustered resi-
dential uses will be allowed along with home occupations. The District will have the lowest allowable density, compared to the rest of the town, and land conservation and out-
door recreation uses will be highly encouraged. Large scale renewable energy generation is not preferred. 
 
Agriculture District 
Primary purpose of the district is to encourage agriculture, forest-based operations and low density residential development. The District is characterized by …. Principle uses 
and activities will include land-based operations, residential development, home occupations and small scale commercial enterprise. The District will have a medium allowable 
density, compared to the rest of the town. 
 
Water District 
Primary purpose of the district is to protect the water quality of the town’s surface waters. The District is characterized by a high concentration of lakes, ponds and wetlands. 
Principles uses and activities will include land-based operations, residential development, home occupations and small scale commercial enterprise. The District will have a me-
dium allowable density compared to the rest of the town.   
 
Shoreland District 
Primary purpose of the district is to protect water quality and enhance the quality of shorelines on lakes 10 acres and greater. The District is characterized by a high concentra-
tion of lake-side residential properties. Principle uses and activities will include residential development and home occupations. The District will have a high to medium allowa-
ble density, compared to the rest of the town. 
 
Woodbury Village District 
Primary purpose of the District is to encourage a mix of uses which maintain and preserve the integrity of the historic settlement pattern. The District is characterized by a high 
concentration of historic buildings and public uses all within a walkable distance. Principal uses and activities will include a mix of residential, home occupations, small scale 
commercial, community and civic uses. Village Center Designation will be sought to help direct historic preservation and community development efforts. Municipal infrastruc-
ture investments will be prioritized for the Village along with increasing bicycle and pedestrian amenities and streetscape improvements. The District will have a highest allowa-
ble density and compared to the rest of the town. 
 
South Woodbury Village District 
Primary purpose of the District is to encourage a mix of uses which maintain and preserve the integrity of the historic settlement pattern. The District is characterized by a high 
concentration of historic buildings. Principal uses and activities will include a mix of residential, smaller scale-commercial (compared to Woodbury Village), community and civic 
uses all within a walkable distance. Village Center Designation will be sought to help direct historic preservation and community development efforts. The District will have a 
lower allowable density compared to Woodbury Village.  
 
Village Neighborhoods 
Primary purpose of the district is to encourage a diversity of housing choices in proximity to the Village Centers. The Districts are characterized by a transitional zone between 
the historic commercial centers and the rural lower density areas. Principle used and activities will include residential development, home occupations, community services and 
pedestrian and bicycle amenities.  


