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Vision for the Future
Woodbury’s rural landscape, supporting many diverse natural
habitats unique to Vermont, is one of its greatest assets. This
provides for working landscapes, outdoor recreation, scenic
areas and much more. At the same time, our rural setting
presents challenges and opportunities for our town and our
connections to the world at large. Those who have chosen to
stay or settle in Woodbury have a strong sense of place and
community. Together, we have worked to make Woodbury an
affordable, safe, and welcoming place to live. Woodbury will
continue to strengthen our community and protect our rural
setting as we meet challenges, present and future, and
develop the opportunities those challenges have given us.
This vision for the future has help guide the development of the
2021 Woodbury Town Plan. Planning for Woodbury’s environmental health, economic development, housing needs, and infrastructure are fundamental responsibilities of the town. Upon completion and local adoption, the new town plan is intended to serve as
a long term guide and basis for local decision making in meeting
these responsibilities.

Developing the Plan
During the course of developing the plan the Woodbury Planning
Commission has sought public input at various stages during the
process including the development of two surveys, Front Porch
Forum posts, a virtual Community Values Mapping Workshop and
invitations to join regular Planning Commission meetings. To the
degree possible attempts to reflect the desires and wishes of local
residents and property owners has been and will be integrated into the plan prior to finalization.

Implementing the Plan
While the Woodbury Planning Commission is the lead entity responsible for implementing the plan its success ultimately depends on the combined support, involvement and collaboration of
Town residents, private property owners, and local officials.

Planning Commission
The Woodbury Planning Commission is made up of the following
members who are appointed by the Select Board: Thomas “Skip”
Lindsay, Chair; Jim Schweithelm, PhD; Dave Barnowski; Michael
Gray; Jayne Nold-Laurendeau; and Michael Sadler. The Planning
Commission meets regularly on the third Monday of each month,
with additional meetings as needed. For more information contact Thomas “Skip” Lindsay, Chair at wdbyselctbdtlindsay@comcast.net

Next Steps
The Planning Commission requests and welcome’s your input on
the development of the 2021 Town Plan. If you have comments or
questions please consider joining one of the following meetings.
August 28, 2021
10:00 am – 12:30 pm
Town Plan Community Meeting
Draft Plan available for public review and comment
Location: Town Hall
September 1, 2021
11:30 am – 12:30 am
Virtual Town Plan Community Meeting
Location: Zoom, see town website for link
September 8, 2021
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Planning Commission Meeting
Location: Woodbury Library Community Room
September 17, 2021
Draft Plan finalized and distributed for formal
public comment.
September 26, 2021
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Virtual Town Plan Community Meeting
Location: Zoom, see website for meeting link
October 18, 2021
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Planning Commission Town Plan Public Hearing
Location: Woodbury Library Community Room

Goals & Actions
The draft 2021 Woodbury Town Plan outlines a proposed course of
action for protecting forestlands; preserving the quality of the lakes
and ponds; attracting and retaining residents and businesses; and
maintaining infrastructure. To that end the town plan proposes the
following goals and actions:
Natural Features and Ecological Systems Goal: Protect and conserve Woodbury’s forests, lakes, ponds, and wetlands to maintain
and improve ecological functions.
 Include measures in revised Zoning Ordinance to protect
forest blocks and habitat connectors from fragmentation
and degradation which may including standards that limit
direct development at the edge of identified blocks, limit
allowable driveway and road length and include provisions for forest management and silvicultural access.
 Educate forest owners and other town residents about the
ecological importance of forest blocks and habitat connectors and encourage maintenance of these resources.
 Educate lakeshore landowners about Shoreline Protection
Act provisions and strengthen enforcement.
 Include provisions in the revised Zoning Ordinance to
protect shorelines, including provisions of the Shoreline
Protection Act and strengthen enforcement at the local
level.
 Ensure that each of the following lakes has volunteer water quality monitors and invasive aquatic weed patrollers:
Woodbury; Greenwood; Nelson; East Long; Nichols; Valley; and Buck.
 Apply for a grant to fund Lake Watershed Action Plans
and Lake Wise Program projects for Greenwood and
Woodbury Lake and other lakes as needed.
 Include protection of these areas in the revised Zoning
Ordinance.
Working Lands Goal: Strengthen and promote the long-term viability of working lands that are committed to sound management
practices and contribute to the local economy.
 Partner with property owners who seek to preserve or
conserve agricultural or forestlands.
 Ensure revised Zoning Ordinance do not present any barriers to operations that comply with State regulations.
 Include provisions in the revised Zoning Ordinance which
provide clear guidance in the local permitting process.
 Maintain communication with the active quarry operators
to learn about operational changes.
Scenic Areas Goal: Protect and maintain significant scenic areas
and views.
 Undertake a scenic resources inventory and map for
Woodbury and identify specific strategies for protection.
Outdoor Recreation Goal: Increase recreational opportunities
afforded by Woodbury’s natural setting for residents and nonresidents.
 Form a committee and undertake a feasibility study to
recommend possible sites and funding sources.
 Determine feasibility for residents to use Buck Lake beach
when the Conservation Camp is not in session.
 Prepare a public recreation map for Woodbury and include bicycle touring routes on Woodbury’s back roads
and identify Class 3 Roads with points of interest.

Form a committee to recommend possible sites for a
winter trail system in town for hiking, snowshoeing, xcountry skiing (Example: Hardwick Trails) and to expand
the trail system including on private land (such as a
Trans-Woodbury Trail) and seek owner permission.
 Complete trail in the Town Forest and implement the
Action plan contained within the Woodbury Town Forest Recreation Plan.
 Establish outdoor classroom shelter at the Woodbury
Elementary School and Assist in the installation and
funding of a teaching platform in the school wetlands.
 Enhance the public skating rink by installing a roof over
the ice surface.
Historic and Cultural Resources Goal: Protect and preserve important historic and cultural resources and make information
about these resources available.
 Update State’s Historic Sites and Structures Survey.
 Raise awareness and interest of historic resources by
making listing of historic resources available on the
town website; hold public educational events such as
talks and tours.
 Apply for Village Center Designation for the villages to
make financial and technical assistance available to historic commercial and public buildings, including the
school and town hall.
 Apply for grant to digitize historical documents and
photos.
Housing Goal: Increase the diversity of housing options to
meet the needs of a wide range of income levels and preferences.
 Undertake a detailed housing needs assessment to define specific housing gaps, starting with a public survey
 Research Vermont housing assistance organizations and
develop partnerships with housing development organizations.
 Include provision in the revised Zoning Ordinance to
allow for multi-unit dwellings to be built or created in
existing structures, in village and other areas as allowed
by the revised Zoning Ordinance
 Revise Zoning Ordinance and eliminate any legal barriers to accessory structures.
 Inventory buildings and sites that are located in proximity to the village areas that may be repurposed for mul-unit or elderly housing.
Local Economy Goal: Support the viability of local businesses,
and increase access to employment, training and educational opportunities in Woodbury by encouraging provision of services.
 Allow for the creation of a public workspace in a townowned building with high-speed internet connections
for remote workers and students to use during the day.
 Facilitate the formation of a group of home business
owners and workers to provide networking opportunities for mutual support.
 Ensure provision in the revised Zoning Ordinance allow
for home-based businesses.
 Make space available in a town owned building for a
daycare center.
 Support parents to form a group to formulate a plan to
address childcare needs.
 Apply for a grant to start a daycare center.
 Seek funding to hire a consultant to lead the development of the Economic Development Strategy which
identifies short- and long-term strategies and engage
the community to get ideas.
Community Development Goal: Increase the vitality of our village centers, South Woodbury and Woodbury Village, to benefit
the existing community and attract new residents.
 Include provision in the revised Zoning Ordinance to
provide for utilization of open space or existing structures (infill) based upon recommendations with the
Woodbury Village Planning Study and consider similar
provisions for South Woodbury.
 Seek grant funds to conduct a detailed study to identify
future water supply and wastewater options and related
implementation budget based upon the recommendations from the Woodbury Village Planning Study.
 Create or use the existing green space(s) in the Village
to host events such as a farmer’s market, community
events and picnicking.
 Create a committee to lead this effort and seek funding
to support/encourage the opening of a store or café.
 Maintain public meeting places in town owned buildings that are open at regular times and for special community events.
Transportation Goal: Maintain all Woodbury’s roads to high
standard for safety, efficiency and environmental integrity and ensure bicyclists’ and pedestrians’ safety are accounted for particularly in the Village Centers and the Route 14 corridor.
 Analyze locally collected road traffic data and more de

tailed VTrans data to identify areas of specific concern.
Continue to participate in the Municipal General Roads
Permit (MGRP) program to ensure road system improvements.
 Implement the transportation related mitigation actions
identified in the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.
 Seek grant funds to undertake a scoping study to further streetscaping recommendations presented in the
Woodbury Village Planning Study and include considerations for Restriping RT 14 with bike lands, incorporation of informational kiosk and other bike and pedestrian infrastructure.
 Incorporate the following related actions from the Energy Plan:
1. Identify challenges and opportunities for smallscale transit in Woodbury.
2. Explore alternative trips that Woodbury may be
able to take advantage of beyond the current
service from Rural Community Transportation.
3. Identify possible locations for a formal park-andride lot in Woodbury.
Municipal and Regional Facilities and Services Goal: Maintain
town-owned facilities and provide for basic public services, which
are cost-effective, hazard resilient, and efficient while seeking opportunities to make improvements.
 Sustain annual funding to the Town Building Fund and
develop a Capital Improvement Program to identify
large expenditures, possible sources of revenue and
spreads out costs over 5 to 10 years.
 Apply for funds to upgrade the town hall for year-round
occupancy.
 Perform energy audits on all town owned buildings and
plan for recommended upgrades and improvements.
 Identify necessary long-term improvements to the Town
Garage.
 Implement the recommendations of the Stormwater
Management Plan.
 Continue funding the operations of the Woodbury Volunteer Department for fire protection and Hardwick
Rescue for emergency medical response by trained local
volunteers using well-maintained equipment.
 Provide police protection on a contractual basis.
 Maintain the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP) and
implement the Actions.
 Encourage community involvement with and support of
the school through Friends of the Woodbury Elementary
School.
 Support strengthening the natural science curriculum
and outdoor education program to increase the educational value and viability of the school.
 Support the library trustees to develop and implement a
new long-range plan for the library.
 Evaluate adoption of a “Junk” Ordinance or Zoning enforcement provision to manage collection of unregistered and unlicensed vehicles and other materials
deemed as “junk”.
 Seek volunteers to participate in Local Green-Up Day
activities.
 Approve annual contributions to organizations based
upon request.
Telecommunications and Broadband Connectivity Goal: Increase cell and broadband coverage for social, economic, educational and emergency service needs.
 Maintain a town representative on regional the Consolidated Union District (CUD) CV Fiber.
 Advertise WiFi hot spots.
 Create a scenic resources map for Woodbury and identify specific strategies for protection.
 Work collaboratively with telecommunication developers to identify suitable locations.
Energy Goal: To increase energy efficiency and energy conservation while supporting the transition to renewable energy
sources.
 Undertake the Actions specified in the Enhanced Energy
Plan.
 Consider upgrading Highest Priority Forest Blocks from
a “Possible Constraint” to a locally identified “Known”
Constraint based upon definitions included in the Enhanced Energy Plan.
 Identify any additional local sites that should be added
to the list of State Identified Preferred Sites based upon
definitions included in the Enhanced Energy Plan.
 Evaluate the benefits of establishing clear and specific
guidelines that can be used when evaluating proposed
large-scale projects.


The development of the Woodbury Town Plan is funded by the Town of Woodbury.
Components of the community engagement activities are in part funded by a Municipal Planning Grant
provided by the Department of Housing and Community Development

