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Vermont’s next wild landscape for nature and people

Woodbury Mountain Wilderness Preserve
represents a once-in-a-generation opportunity to
save a vast, carbon-rich forest as wilderness—forever.
Opportunities to protect
thousands of acres as
forever-wild are rare in
Vermont.
Rarer still is the chance to
preserve such a landscape
that also captures the
headwaters of two major rivers,
is integral to regional wildlife
connections, and carries on the
legacy of multiple generations of exemplary
land stewardship.
The proposed Woodbury Mountain Wilderness
Preserve presents just such an opportunity—and
to make this a haven for wild nature, Northeast
Wilderness Trust needs to raise $6.5 million by
February 2022.

A connected forest of local, regional, and
global significance
The 5,459 acres that comprise the proposed
Preserve include a mature northern hardwood
forest and a diversity of wetlands and streams.
The land sits directly at a crossroads for far-

[landscape caption], Black-and-white Warbler Brendan Wiltse

ranging wildlife. To the west are the Worcester
Mountains—Vermont’s last undeveloped mountain
range—and to the north is the Northeast
Kingdom. The area between is the ‘Worcester to
Kingdom’ linkage. The Preserve lies at the heart
of this linkage, sandwiched between three large
forest blocks totaling 85,000 acres just north of
Montpelier.
Audubon has mapped this as Vermont’s only
‘Important Bird Area’ of global significance.
Preserving unmanaged forest within this largelymanaged landscape will ensure birds like Winter
Wrens, Northern Goshawks, Blackburnian and
Black-throated Blue Warblers, who all thrive in large
blocks of old forest, continue to find good homes in
the Green Mountain State.

Diverse, healthy, under-represented habitat
The proposed Preserve also stands out for its
diversity of natural communities.
This land is critical habitat for fauna from wideranging predators like bear, fisher, and bobcats
down to tiny salamanders and fingernail clams.
There are abundant American beech and black

cherry trees; critical sources of food for wildlife
preparing for winter. There are 12 Red SpruceCinnamon Fern Swamps, which are preferred
breeding grounds for saw-whet owls and yellowbellied flycatchers. These are just a few of several
uncommon and vulnerable natural communities on
the proposed Preserve.
Four vernal pools of statewide significance and
eight streams of highest conservation priority
are on the Preserve, providing homes to rare,
threatened, and endangered species. The proposed
Preserve falls at the watershed divide between the
Lamoille and Winooski Rivers, both of which drain
into Lake Champlain. Maintaining old forest cover
at the Lake’s headwaters is an effective, cost-efficient
means of protecting the lake’s health.
Most protected wilderness in the Northeast is at
higher elevations. Yet low-elevation habitats host
greater biodiversity and are key corridors for wildlife
moving and adapting to climate change. The
proposed Preserve’s average elevation is just 1550’—
meaning it will become Vermont’s largest privately
protected, low-elevation wilderness preserve.

Vermont Conservation Design in action
Vermont Conservation Design is a plan to secure
and sustain Vermont’s natural areas and wildlife.
One goal of the plan is for old forest to comprise
at least 9% of Vermont’s forested landscape. Today,
only about 3% of Vermont is legally protected in a
way that will ensure those forests reach maturity
and stay that way. Permanent conservation of large
landscapes like Woodbury Mountain Wilderness
Preserve is essential to meeting this important
goal. Through a partnership with Vermont River
Conservancy, which would hold the forever-wild
easement, we will ensure this land is part of a future
with more old-growth forests.
Front cover: Woodbury beaver pond in autumn Zack Porter
Beaver Paul Willis
Interior: Woodbury wetlands in autumn Zack Porter
Immature Chestnut-sided warbler Paul Willis
Winter hiker at Woodbury Mountain Jon Leibowitz
Woodbury forest in summer and pink lady
slipper Natalia Boltukhova
Back cover: Moose Larry Master
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A natural climate solution

The lands around
Woodbury Mountain

have always been more than
management and forestry,
important as those aspects
are to us; they represent a
place of vastness, isolation
with special features. We
have always kept these
lands open to the public for
exploration and discovery.
We believe strongly that
walking and connecting
in these woodlands is
important. Creating a
Preserve with Northeast
Wilderness Trust means this
land will stay forested
and protected for
generations to come.

”

—E.B. Hyde Company

Old forests not only store immense amounts of carbon, they also remove
considerably more carbon from the atmosphere than young forests making
them a critical natural climate solution. This land currently stores at least
546,000 metric tonnes of carbon, and has the capacity to sequester an
additional 1,155+ metric tonnes annually. If protected as forever-wild, its
stored carbon will never be lost to resource extraction.

Passing on a legacy of love for wildlands and woodlands
The forest is in excellent condition thanks to the thoughtful management
of the Meyer family, who run the E.B. Hyde timber company. Over the course
of multiple generations, the family has maintained a light-touch approach that
left some areas undisturbed and much of the forest in a mature state. Through
their ethic of sustainable forestry has come an appreciation for wildness.
Thanks to the Meyers’ legacy, future generations of Vermonters will be
able to experience what an old-growth forest looks, feels,
and sounds like. The proposed Preserve will be open for
on-foot exploration including hiking, snowshoeing,
skiing, and hunting.

You can save this land!
For more information on how you can help
Woodbury become Vermont’s newest foreverwild preserve, please contact Cathleen Maine,
Development Director, at 802.224.1000 ext. 105
or cathleen@newildernesstrust.org.
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